ARCTIC SEA-ICE: HOW FAST WILL IT BE LOST?

Most of the Arctic
basin in winter 2007-
08 is covered by ‘..
first-year ice (deep

blue on chart).

Because only 3%

of the first year ice
typically survives

the melt season,
summer 2008 will

see even more open
water and less sea-

ice that the record

low of September

2007 (yellow line).

i i rd week F 2 2007 summer minimum

* 63% of the Arctic Ocean is presently covered by extent (a record low)

younger than average ice (and only 2% is covered
by older than average ice).

1 (less than 1 year)

* Most of the Arctic Basin is covered by first-year E Age of ice
ice, including near the North Pole. 3

* Only 3% of the first year ice typically survives the - 0 (years)
melt season, so summer 2008 will see even more S

open water than 2007, a new record low. . 5+

‘The frightening models [of Arctic sea-ice loss] we didn’t even dare to talk about before are now
proving to be true.” According to these models, there will be no sea ice left in the summer in the
Arctic Ocean somewhere between 2010 and 2015. ‘And it’s probably going to happen even
faster than that.’

— Louis Fortier, scientific director of the Canadian research network ArcticNet

Source: Marianne White, CanWest News Service, in ‘Times Colonist’ (Canada), 16 November 2007

www.climatecodered.net 31-3-2008 Map of ice age courtesy National Snow and Ice Data Centre, Univ. of Colorado
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